
The Gospel of John 
First Impressions

The best way to form a first impression is to read John’s Gospel through, in one sitting if possible. Read quickly for an overall 

view, not stopping to ponder the details. Notice the passage subtitles in your Bible, if it includes them.

Questions to keep in mind 

•   What are your first impressions of this book? What overall impression does it give you of Jesus? Is there a lot of action, 

description, dialogue, doctrinal teaching, instructions for behavior, or what? 

• What key words and phrases appear over and over?

• If you are familiar with any of the other three Gospels, how is John’s Gospel like and unlike them?

• Make a broad outline as you read through by giving a title to each chapter or section. To come up with a good title, 

ask yourself, “What was the author’s purpose in including this section? How does this section fit his overall purpose 

for writing?”

• After you have read through the whole book, pull your thoughts together into a summary statement. What would you 

say was John’s main purpose in writing this book?

Further Study

Did this overview suggest questions you would like answered and topics you would like to pursue further as you study the 

book in detail? If so, jot them down to serve as personal objectives for your study.

Application

Look over your notes so far and ask the Lord to help you see one or two areas He wants you to focus on in applying the 

passage to your life. Write down those general areas or specific ways in which you want to change and grow.
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